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Mike Scullin’s Early Years
Mike was born in Danville, Illinois in 1932, where 
he father was the Director of Public Works. His 
father died of a heart attack in 1937. 

Mike graduated from high school in 1950, and 
after attending Southern Illinois, enlisted as a 
Navy Seebee in 1953.



After leaving the Navy in 1956, Mike 
enrolled in civil engineering at 
Arizona State in Tempe, under the GI 
Bill.  At end of his junior year he 
decided to change his major to 
geology.  He did his summer field 
camp in the Teton Range during the 
summer of 1958, after completing all 
his coursework. 



City of Glendale

• Mike landed a job 
as a the City of 
Glendale’s first 
grading inspector 
in 1959

• One Saturday he 
met a  fellow 
geologist named 
Slosson, who was 
fighting with a pair 
of cat skinners…. 

Jim Slosson



Getting Involved
Jim Slosson encouraged Mike to become involved with 
the development of grading and excavation codes.  
Mike joined AEG’s Building Codes Committee in 1961, 
which developed the modern grading code after the 
storm season of 1961-62 .  In 1958 the City of Los 
Angeles began certifying Engineering Geologists, 
followed soon thereafter by the Counties of Los 
Angeles (1960), Orange (1962), and Ventura (1963).   



CAEG
• Mike joined CAEG 

in 1959. 

• This shows Mike’s  
application to 
upgrade to full 
member status in 
the California 
Association of 
Engineering 
Geologists in July 
1963, after he had 
joined Orange 
County 



AEG 
Newsletter

• This is the January 
1963 AEG 
Newsletter 
informing the 
membership that 
the board had 
voted to drop the 
word “California” 
from their name 
and their support of 
a geology 
registration bill in 
the State 
Legislature



Orange County 
Geologist

• Mike joined the 
Orange County’s 
Department of 
Building and Safety 
as their first 
geologist after 
adoption of their 
new grading 
ordinance in  
January 1963.  



The Enforcer

• Mike’s experience 
as a center on the 
Southern Illinois 
football team 
never hurt him 
when it came to 
coercing 
contractors!

• They had never 
been subject to 
regulations 
previously



ASCE Daniel 
W. Mead 
Award

• Mike’s first 
professional paper 
was “Urban Hillside 
Development Under 
Government Agency 
Control” for 
meeting of the Spoil 
Mechanics Group of 
the Los Angeles 
Section of ASCE in 
April 1964. 



UBC Appendix 
Chapter 70

• During the early 
1960s Mike worked 
hard in the 
cooperative effort to 
get Appendix 
Chapter 70-
Excavation and 
Grading added to 
the Uniform Building 
Code

• It was officially 
adopted in 1964



Annual ASCE 
Orange County 

Branch Beer Bust

• A couple of candid 
shots from the 1966 
and 1967 ASCE Beer 
Busts in Santa Ana 

• Note mud on Mike’s 
shoes 



The late 60s

• As the 60s drew to a 
close, grading codes 
became increasingly 
strict, with the 1967 
UBC employing 2:1 
cut and fill slopes.  

• As a consequence, 
morals relaxed, 
skirts lifted, and 
haircuts became less 
frequent



During Mike’s tenure as Orange County 
Geologist they developed the most 
comprehensive excavation and grading 

code in the nation.



• During his last few years with Orange County Mike 
developed an enviable reputation as a grading 
department supervisor and his published articles 
were without peer.  

• In 1967 he became a CPG through AIPG and
began smoking a pipe, shown at right.  



Geolabs 
manager
1968-71

• Mike started getting offers to work in the 
private sector.  In August 1968, he joined 
Geolabs and became their Orange County 
office manager.

• In Sept. 1970 they sent him to Washington, 
DC to open a new office.

At the Lincoln Memorial in 
September 1970. No more 
crew cuts.



Geology 
Registration

at last !

• The California Board of 
Registration for 
Geologists and 
Geophysicists was finally 
established by statute in 
1969, after 7 years of 
lobbying.

• Mike became RG 283 
when the first 
certificates were issued 
in Sept 1970 



• In February 1971 Mike returned to southern 
California and found a job with his old mentor, 
Jim Slosson.  

• Having gone through a painful divorce he shared 
an apartment with another bachelor and the two 
started dating different ladies.

The boy is back in town…



Leighton & 
Associates

Mike shifted to Leighton & Associates in 
Orange County between Nov 1972 and 
Oct 1974 to be closer to his three sons, 
who were living in Orange County.

Bucket auger rig

Mike’s Easy Rider posterMike’s 1970 Chevy Nova



C. Michael Sculllin
Consulting Engineering 

Geologist

From October 1974 to May 1983 
Mike was self-employed, working 
out of his homes in Canoga Park 
and, later, Thousand Oaks.  

One of the soils engineers he 
worked with frequently was David 
Hsu, shown at lower left. 



Between 1974-83 Mike worked on 
some challenging projects, besides 
meeting and marrying Sandi Strebe, 
who worked for Geosoils in Van 
Nuys.  They blended their 
respective families and raised five 
children together.   



Fulfillment of a dream
• One of Mike’s dreams 

was to complete his 
master’s degree and 
write the quintessential 
text on grading and 
excavation codes 



The Bible of 
Grading(1983)

• Prentice-Hall 
published Mike’s 
book titled 
Excavation and 
Grading Code 
Administration, 
Inspection, and 
Enforcement in 
1983.  It was 
reprinted by ICBO 
in 1991 and 1994



Robert Stone 
& Associates 

1983-90

Mike was Vice President 
and Chief Engineering 
Geologist of Robert Stone 
& Associates in Van Nuys 
between May 1983 and 
February 1990.   



Mike directing 
trenching of the  
Malibu Coast 
Fault (at left) and 
on a Dibblee
Foundation field 
trip (below)



Mike called them 
his “Bonus years”

• Mike and Sandi at his son 
Greg’s wedding (above) and at 
Tai-kwon-do practice; after 
massive heart attack in 1987



Rogers/Pacific Years
1990-95

Mike spent his last five years at 
Rogers/Pacific; teaching grading 
courses with Dave Rogers for ICBO, 
ABAG, and the City of Los Angeles.



Mike had an 
impressive array of 
images showing 
grading operations

Slope treatment details 

Scrappers double dumping fill 
– a real Bozo No-No



He also had some 
great drawings 

that he used in his  
Grading Short 

Course



Some of Mike’s visuals on keyways



More examples of 
graphic standards for 
grading and excavating 
from Mike’s grading 
courses



Mike’s Do’s and Don’ts of Dip Slopes



Ireland
In June of 2004 Mike fulfilled 
a life-long dream when he 
visited Ireland with two of 
his three sons.  He visited 
Scullin, where his ancestor 
Titus Scullin had been born 
before emigrating to 
America.



• Mike began life as a 
fighter, but went out 
an artist and a lover.

• His favorite joke 
was about the 
eloquence of an 
Irishman.


